NEHEMIAH - CHAPTER 1
NOTES FROM LARGE GROUP DISCUSSION

DATE ________________

V1-2. Setting the stage
● WHO: Nehemiah WHEN: 20th Year (of King Artaxerxes I reign)
● WHERE: Susa, the Persian Capitol and location of the king’s summer palace
● Even though the book is written in 1st person, it is likely Ezra was involved in the
writing. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah were originally one book-later separated.
● He has visitors, one is a brother and He inquires about the remnant of Jews and the
Holy city. His concern shows the importance of generational training. Clearly
Nehemiah was taught about God’s redemptive plans from his family who must have
been a faithful remnant in order to have a burden for people he never met.
● Nehemiah shows sincere concern and grief for the holy city.

○
○
○
○

What makes you weep outside the circumstances of you or your loved ones?
Where can you see sin around you, or need, or possibility?
What do you pray for? What is it that you see that no one else does?
God uses humble people every single day who are willing to act on a burden from the
LORD with human commitment and passion for the Glory of God.

● Most of us do not naturally think outside ourselves. Nehemiah did. How did He?
HE was interpreting the call of God on His life through the lens of the entirely of
scripture. He knew it wasn’t about Him. He had a big picture of the historical
highway from ruin to renewal
● He knew the scriptures, He knew God’s plan to redeem His people and restore them
to a place of promise where they could worship God again.

○ Do you read the scriptures to know how you can partner with God in His plan to
restore people to Him, or do you read them looking for a quick fix for yourself or your
circumstances?
V3. THE REPORT IS NOT GOOD
●
●

The third wave of exiles are about to return to Jerusalem.
The walls are the fortification for the city. The walls also represent the posture
of its people. Throughout the book we can shift perspectives and learn from
different angles. The walls protected the city, it’s people and the temple.
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●

If you are in Christ, you are now that same temple-the very dwelling place of God

○ Can you personally identify with the vulnerability of the picture of a city without
walls?
○ Have there been times in your life that you wish your walls were stronger-more
protective?
○ Can you relate to the rebuilding process after the destruction of man?
● The jews were a people chosen by God
1. Zerubbabel
Rebuilt Temple/Altar
2. Ezra
Teach the Torah
3. Nehemiah
Rebuild the Walls

to be restored to Him and a place of worship
536-530, 520-516BC
Ezra 1-6
458BC
Ezra 7-10
445BC
Neh 1-7

V4-11. Prayer is Nehemiah’s first response when He moves His faith into action
● Prayer is the bridge between His call and His action (16 week span-Neh 2:1)
● This prayer shows the trajectory of how HE prayed over that time.
○ Reorients His heart and Himself in light of The God of the Universe
○ Perspective shift of His highness and our smallness
○ Confesses sin individually and corporately
○ Eludes to the exodus
○ Asks for success…. Not for himself or his glory, but for God’s
○ Postures himself as a servant of the LORD
● WHAT: Nehemiah is about to approach the king, because God put him in a position
of trust and proximity for such a time as this (similar to esther)

There is an incredible amount of talents, skills, resources, gifts,, and time in this
room that is not yet fully mobilized to bring God glory.
That is why we are here.

