NEHEMIAH 1 - 2
SMALL GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS

TO DISCUSS ON ________________

Part 1: A Special Anointing for a Special Task
To bridge Chapter 1 & 2 of Nehemiah, let’s take a moment to visit the history of
How God worked in the hearts of pagan Kings to bring about the return of the
Exiled people, and start, hault, restart, and finish the reconstruction of the
temple.
Write out Proverbs 21:1-2 below.

Do you think this applies to both good and evil Kings?
God uses both believers and unbelievers to accomplish His work each day. Can you think of a time that you
have seen God move an unbelieving heart to accomplish something that brought Him glory?
Who does Isaiah prophesy that the LORD anoint in Isaiah 45:1?
What does Isaiah 44:28 say King Cyrus will do?
Both Isaiah and Jeremiah prophesied about King Cyrus and gathering the exiles.
In the middle of Jeremiah 29:10-14 we see a familiar text of promise often quoted today. Write what
stands out to you about these verses when read within this letter to the exiles.

How long does Jeremiah 29:10 say that the Jews were exiled in Babylon?
What does Jeremiah prophesy that the LORD will do in Jeremiah 29:14?
LORD, thank you for being a God who holds the hearts of kings in your hand. Burden us to
pray for those who lead us today, knowing that you alone can move the heart of man.

NEHEMIAH 1 - 2
Part 2: A God that Moves the Heart of Man

Ezra Chapter 1 records the fulfillment of this prophecy and the first wave of
exiles to return to Jerusalem from babylon. This would have happened during
the time of Nehemiah’s parents and grandparents. We know his brother had
already returned to Jerusalem, because of his report in Nehemiah Chapter 1.
Read Ezra Chapter 1.
What does Verse 1 say about how quickly the Lord worked once Cyrus was king.

What do Verses 1 and 5 say about how it came to be?
What does the end of Verse 1 say that King Cyrus did after making the proclamation?
Ezra 1-6 record the account of the rebuilding of the temple and altar under the
leadership of Zerubbabel. During this time period King Cyrus dies in battle.
How long did it take before the exiles began to rebuild the altar according to Ezra 3:1?
How long did it take before the exiles began to rebuild the temple according to Ezra 3:8?
Preparations are necessary. Think of a time in your life when you were preparing before something could
begin. How did you feel when the time finally arrived?
What does the new king order in response to this news in Ezra 4:21-23?
What does Ezra 4:24 say would happen in Persia before work would resume on the temple?

LORD, thank you for being a God who has had a redemptive plan for His people from the
very beginning. Help us to increase our trust that you are always working in the unseen.

NEHEMIAH 1 - 2
PART 3: A TINY TASTE OF THE LAST PROPHETS
There were 4 prophets during the time that the exiles were returning. They each
had a specific role in bringing God’s word to the people. We are only going to
introduce each one briefly to get an awakening glimpse of the messages and
themes that the LORD was trying to speak to His chosen people coming out of
exile.
Prophet:
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi (final)

Message
Awaken a complacent people (Judah) & urge them back to God
To Call the people to rebuild and complete the temple
Message of hope of future deliverance through the Messiah
To confront people with their sin to restore them to God

Which one of these messages do you think would be the most difficult for you to receive from the LORD
today? Which one do you think would be the easiest? Why?

Write what your first thoughts or reactions are as you read a few of the words they spoke:
Zephaniah 2:1-3
Haggai 1:4-11
Zechariah 7:8-14
Malachi 4:1-5
Even messages that point toward good news are sometimes weighty and hard to hear. Good news cannot be
good without the bad news. We will revisit these books to see how God’s redemptive plan for His people was
carried out more later on, but for now it is good to paint a broad stroke over these prophets of the Lord.

LORD, we confess our great need for you and ask for Your forgiveness for our sin and for
our families, our churches, our nation. Fix our eyes on the only One who can save us.

NEHEMIAH 1 - 2
PART 4: LOOKING FORWARD
Let’s spend a little bit of time this week looking forward. Even though it is
good to live on this side of calvary, it is common to sometimes to think that if
we had prophets telling us what to do, and commands to follow, and God living
in a cloud or a temple or so on… that our faith journey would somehow be
easier for us. We know better, but let’s remind ourselves of the incredible
truth of the era in which we live.
2 Corinthians 3:7-18 compares the glory of the old and new covenants.
Write down what is associated to each one:
Glory/Glorious

More Glorious/Surpassing Glory

If we have such a hope, what does Verse 12 say we are?
What does Verse 14 and 16 say that only Christ can take away? How is it taken away?
Do you feel like you are veiled or unveiled spiritually?
According to verse 17 what is always present where the Spirit of the Lord is?
Write 2 Corinthians 3:18 below:

Ask the Lord to transform you into His likeness a little more today, with ever-increasing glory.
LORD, thank you for being a God who has had a redemptive plan for His people from the
very beginning. Help us to increase our trust that you are always working in the unseen.

